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tumble-down shelter that protected his fathers and
which is about to fall in upon him. Do you not
agree with me, Monsieur Panneton ?" inquired
Monsieur Bergeret, with a charming smile.

Monsieur Panneton de La Barge's reply was
that he defended the army. He represented It
as misunderstood, persecuted and menaced, and in
rising tones he continued :

"This campaign in favour of the Traitor,
obstinate and enthusiastic as it is, whatever may
be the intentions of its leaders, has a certain
visible and undeniable effect. It weakens the
army and injures its chiefs."

"I  am going to tell you  some very simple
facts," replied Monsieur Bergeret.   cc If the army
is attacked in the person of certain of its chiefs,
that is not the fault of those who have asked
for justice ; it is the fault of those who have so
long refused it.    It is not the fault of those who
demanded an explanation, but of those who have
obstinately avoided one with extraordinary stupidity
and abominable wickedness.   After all, if crimes
have been committed the evil is not that  they
have   been   made   known   but   that   they   have
been   committed.     They   have  concealed   them-
selves in all their enormity and in all their de-
formity.     They   were   not   recognizable;   they
passed over the crowds like dark clouds.    Did